I greet all the present in Daugavpils - a city of opportunities!

I really hope that during the investment forum all of you able to satisfy oneselves in this.

In September 2011, we organized the first Investment Forum in Daugavpils, which became the first in Latvia. This event gave very positive results, therefore we continue the job. This year we took a step forward by setting the forum’s scale of Latgale region.

We got convinced that the main priorities selected by the local municipality more than a year ago, which include the development of tourism and business sectors are correctly chosen, as they contribute the development of the city. Agricultural development is also indicated as a priority in the future of the Latvian National Development Plan for the 2014-2020 year. In this direction we are cooperating with the government, which currently pays special attention to the support and development of Latgale region. Confirmation of this is the fact, that the government approved an action plan for the development of Latgale region in 2012-2013. This guarantees additional funding, and thus development.

We believe that the duty of government is to care about the attractiveness of the investment environment of Daugavpils, so the biggest part of the allocated funds will be transferred to the modernization and ordering the city infrastructure, paying special attention to the biggest industrial area - the Northern industrial zone, which includes many exporting manufacturing enterprises. Within the project access roads and utilities will be renewed. In this way, many investment objects in the area will become more attractive to investors.

Since 2007 Daugavpils municipality implements the infrastructure projects, involving the EU structural funds and public financing of more than EUR 165 million. We want to let our present and potential investors to know that we are ready for close cooperation.

Municipality provides information support to entrepreneurs, also organizes international events in order to improve the business environment. In addition, we are always ready to consider possible tax exemptions for those investors who are interested in investing into the economy of Daugavpils. After the first investment forum significant changes have occurred in the industrial sector of the city. Currently, 7 companies in urban industrial areas are under design and construction; and in the future they will be able to provide 800-1,000 places of work. At the present moment Daugavpils has 80 economically active enterprises, the total value of manufactured products makes more than 185 million euros a year.

Our pride and investment object is Daugavpils fortress. With the fortress we associate not only investment opportunities, but also the development of tourism in the city and the region in general. The fortress is also large-scale reconstruction object, which makes it more interesting and attractive.

In recent years, we have intensified our work on the project of Daugavpils airport, as we understand that this will rapidly develop business and tourism not only in Daugavpils, but around Latgale region as well. This project is important on a national scale, as it will provide a significant incentive to the development of Latvian economy.

There will be two busy days ahead for the participants of the forum. I wish you a lot of new information, new business partners as well as many surprises in Daugavpils!

I declare the forum as opened!
